
July

Temporary
Election

Workforce (TEW)
Recruitment
commences

Polling place
research

commences

July JAN

Postal vote
applications
commence

Start of
election year

FEB

Day of Isssue
of Writs

First Wednesday
of February

A writ - formal
document signed
by the Governor
that signifies the

start of the
election

FEB

Mobile voting for
institutions,

hospitals and
remote areas
commences

MAR

FEB

Candidate
nominations

close and
ballot paper

draw
conducted

FEB

Candidate
nominations

open

FEB

Ballot papers
printed and
postal voting

mail out
commences

MAR

ELECTION DAY

Every four years on
second Saturday

of March. Close of
applications for

PAV (4pm)

MAR

Early polling
and Phone

Assisted
Voting (PAV)
commences

Declaration
vote

processing
commences

Regional ballot
paper transit and

arrival at 
Processing Centre

Third-party
campaigner
registration

closes

Count
commences

Scrutiny of
postal votes
commences

Appointment of
candidate

agents

Count
continues

FEB

How-to-vote
card

registration
open for 2

weeks

Western Australian State General Election Timeline

Written
applications for

postal votes
close

MAR

FEB

MAR

Close of receipt of
postal votes (9am) Reimbursement

of electoral
expenditure by
political parties

MAR

MAR MAR

Election
returns due to

all political
entities

MAY

Election
close-out
reporting

MAY-JUNE

MAR

Last day for
lodgement of annual

returns for political
parties, associated

entities & state
campaign accounts

NOV

WA state elections are held on the second Saturday in March of an election year, but many things have to
happen before and after Election Day. Here are some of the important milestones.

If a candidate
prefers to

appoint an
agent

Declaration of
election result

MAR

(or April for
Legislative

Council result)

MAR

Return of Writ

Close of rolls -
seven days after

issue of writ

Find election terminology and other resources at: elections.wa.gov.au/EEC/resources  

https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/EEC/resources

